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• AVTA will encourage DBE and other small business contracting community to register and 
receive solicitation notices through its new on-line procurement website: 
https://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.cfm?CompanyID=25014 . 

• AVTA will host and participate in workshops for the DBE and small business contracting 
community.  AVTA will attend and participate in vendor fairs hosted by unrepresented 
groups and other public agencies.  

• AVTA will unbundle solicitations, provide pre-bid/pre-proposal conferences to afford 
networking opportunities for primes and subcontractors.  AVTA will promote and 
encourage teaming opportunities between prospective prime contractors and the DBE and 
small business contracting community. Arrange solicitations, times for the presentation of 
bids, quantities, specifications, and delivery schedules in ways that facilitate DBE and other 
small business participation. 

• Structure solicitations to remove barriers such as the inability to obtain bonding or financing 
(e.g., by such means as simplifying the bonding process, reducing bonding requirements, 
eliminating the impact of surety costs from bids, and providing services to help DBEs, and 
other small businesses, obtain bonding and financing).  

• AVTA will solicit DBEs and other small businesses participation by carrying out information 
programs through use of advertisement and other communication methods on contracting 
procedures and specific contract opportunities (e.g., ensuring the inclusion of DBEs, and 
other small businesses, on recipient mailing lists of bidders; ensuring the dissemination to 
bidders on prime contracts of lists of potential subcontractors; provision of information in 
languages other than English, where appropriate). 

• As a supportive service to help develop and improve immediate and long-term business 
management, record keeping, and financial and accounting capability for DBEs and other 
small businesses, AVTA will actively promote the small business conferences, programs, and 
support services offered by other agencies that have established DBE and other small 
business programs. AVTA will also begin conducting “How to do Business with AVTA” and DBE 
workshops. 

• AVTA will advise its contracting community of the online directory of certified DBEs, found at 
the California Unified Certification Program website: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/bep/find certified.htm. 

• AVTA will also advise the contracting community of the available small businesses certified 
by the California Department of General Services (DGS) and found at: 
http://www.dgs.ca.gov/pd/Programs/eprocure.aspx . 

• AVTA will advise the DBE and small business community to participate in Caltrans’ related 
bidding/proposal opportunities at http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/.  AVTA will also 
encourage DBEs and small businesses to seek the assistance and training through the U.S. 
Small Business Administration at www.sba.gov . 

Fostering Small Business Participation5 

 
                                                           
5 See Title 49 CFR Part 26 Section 26.39 “Fostering Small Business Participation.” 



 
AVTA FTA DBE Goal Methodology FFY 2019-FFY 2021 
Page 13 of 31 

AVTA has implemented several strategies to foster small business participation in its contracting 
process. These include the following: 

• Advertise and push out solicitation notifications thru AVTA’s new procurement system 
website. 

• Conducting “How to do Business with AVTA” and DBE workshops. 
• On larger prime contracts requiring the prime contractor to consider subcontracting 

opportunities of a size that small businesses, including DBEs, can reasonably perform, rather 
than self-performing all the work involved. 

• Identifying alternative acquisition strategies and structuring procurements to facilitate the 
ability of consortia or joint ventures consisting of small businesses, including DBEs, to 
compete for and perform prime contracts. 

• Ensuring that a reasonable number of prime contracts are of a size that small businesses, 
including DBEs, can reasonably perform. 

• Provide outreach to current AVTA contractors or past AVTA contractors who may qualify for 
DBE-certification by encouraging them to seek and obtain DBE-certification. 

VII. VII. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND FACILITATION 
In accordance with Public Participation Regulatory Requirements of Title 49 CFR Part 26, minority, 
women, local business associations, and community organizations within the AVTA market area 
were consulted and provided an opportunity to review the triennial goal analysis and provide 
input.  

AVTA issued a Public Notice on AVTA’s website (Attachment 1) publishing the AVTA Draft 
Proposed FTA Overall DBE Goal-Setting Methodology for FFY 2019-FFY 2021. The notice informed 
the public that the proposed goal and rationale were available for inspection at AVTA’ principal 
office during normal business hours and that AVTA would accept comments on the goal analysis 
for 45 days from the date of the Public Notice.  

AVTA reached out to a total of 12 local minority, women, and community business organizations 
to provide them information on the AVTA DBE program and specifically the Draft Proposed FTA 
Overall DBE Goal-Setting Methodology for FFY 2019-2021. Each organization was contacted 
multiple times by telephone and email. A summary of all contact made in an attempt to receive 
input as a part of this process can be found in Attachment 2. 

AVTA placed notices in the Antelope Valley Press and Our Weekly publications (Attachment 3) 
and conducted outreach meetings (Attachment 4) to provide opportunities public comment.  

No comments were received. 
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Attachment 1: Website notification 
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Attachment 3: Publication 
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OUR WEEKLY PROOF 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

ANTELOPE VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

FEDERAL TRANIST ADMINISTRATION DBE GOAL 

FEDERAL FISCAL YEARS (FFY 2019 THROUGH FFY 2021) 

This announcement will serve as Public Notice of the Antelope Valley Transit Authority’s 
(AVTA) Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Goal. The overall goal is for a three-year 

period beginning October 1, 2018 to September 30, 2021 (FFY2019-FFY2021). 

In accordance with 49 CFR Part 26.45(g), AVTA, as a recipient of U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) assistance, announces a proposed Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) project overall project goal of 4% for the 

project period. This race-neutral goal represents the percentage of work to be performed by 
certified DBE firms on AVTA’s FTA-assisted projects during each federal fiscal year of the 

project period. 

The methodology used to determine the proposed goal will be available for public inspection 
for thirty (30) days from the date of this notice, in-person Monday through Thursday from 8:00 

a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at AVTA’s Administration Offices or through the internet as follows: 

Antelope Valley Transit Authority 
42210 6th Street West 

Lancaster, California 93534  

AVTA’s website: www.AVTA.com 

The U.S. DOT and AVTA will accept comments on this proposed goal for 45 days from the 
date of this notice, wherein the public is invited to submit comments on the goal in writing. 

 

Written comments to the AVTA DBE Liaison Officer, Lyle Block may be sent to the address 
above and/or emailed to lblock@avta.com or DBE@AVTA.com. Written comments can also 

be sent directly to the FTA, Marisa Appleton, Civil Rights Officer, 200 W. Adams Street, Suite 
320, Chicago, IL 60606. Written comments at both locations will be accepted until June 29, 

2018. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
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Attachment 3: Outreach Meeting 

  

 



 
AVTA FTA DBE Goal Methodology FFY 2019-FFY 2021 
Page 25 of 31 

 

 



 
AVTA FTA DBE Goal Methodology FFY 2019-FFY 2021 
Page 26 of 31 



 
AVTA FTA DBE Goal Methodology FFY 2019-FFY 2021 
Page 27 of 31 

 

 



 
AVTA FTA DBE Goal Methodology FFY 2019-FFY 2021 
Page 28 of 31 

 



 
AVTA FTA DBE Goal Methodology FFY 2019-FFY 2021 
Page 29 of 31 

OUR WEEKLY PROOF 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE OUTREACH MEETINGS 

ANTELOPE VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISE (DBE) GOALS & METHODOLOGY 

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION (FTA) FUNDED PROGRAMS 

FEDERAL FISCAL YEARS (FFY) 2019 THROUGH 2021 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

Antelope Valley Transit Authority (AVTA) receives funding from FTA to provide transportation 
services to citizens within the AVTA’s services area of the Antelope Valley. The outreach 
meetings are being held for the public to provide information and the opportunity to comment 
on the AVTA’s FTA Program’s DBE Goals and Methodology for Federal Fiscal Years 2019 
through 2021 (three (3) years). 
The public informational meetings will be held on May 30, 2018 and June 12, 2018, from 5:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at AVTA’s Administrative Offices, Administration Conference Room, 42210 6th 
St. W, Lancaster, CA 93534. To view the DBE Program and Goal-Setting Methodology, please 
visit AVTA.com and click on the ABOUT AVTA, Contracts and Procurement tab. Comments will 
be accepted from May 15th, 2018 through June 29th, 2018 (45 days). 
Individuals requiring special accommodations at the workshops (interpreter, accessible seating, 
documentation in alternative formats, etc.) are requested to contact Lyle 
A. Block, CPPB, Disadvantage Business Enterprise Liaison Officer (DBELO) at (661) 729-2288 
or via email at DBE@avta.com, as early as possible prior to the scheduled informational meetings. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
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